276                      A SYSTEM OP MAGIC.

I must here enter a caution too against a weak,
but vulgar mistake, which to the reproach of human
understanding the world has been very much pos-
sessed with; and that is, to ascribe every difficult
unaccountable performance to the art magic; and
every superior genius, every man of a sublime
thought, and more than ordinary capacity, to be a
magician, Archimedes was a most accomplished
genius, and an excellent mathematician, but we will
have him be a magician too. Friar Bacon, who by
his skill in the mathematics, and the doctrine of
motion and of sounds, made a brazen head to speak;
of which, by the way, there are many examples in
history, more ancient than father Bacon, yet we
will have this honest friar be a witch, a magician, a
conjurer, only because the thing was beyond the
ordinary conception.

Men of thought and head, who have a genius a
little above their neighbours, have on all occasions
been liable to be thus treated ; even our Saviour
himself, when he acted such wonders as the like had
not been seen, and cast out devils, what said the
amazed world ? The more weak and admiring and
innocent thoughts were amazed, the text says they
were astonished; and at another time they were filled
with wonder and the like ; but the self-wise heads,
the pretending Pharisees, having neither knowledge
to reach the divine power by which he wrought, and
too much pride to submit to faith, reproached him
with dealing with the Devil: He casteth out devih
by Beelzebub the prince of devils. Matt, xii. 24.

This mistake may therefore take place in the case
before me; and men who have studied, in the
most exquisite manner, any of the sciences which
are lawful and commendable, and are arrived to a
degree of knowledge beyond others, may be sus-
pected of magic, and of the diabolic magic too,
which I have been speaking of.